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motivations to decide which pro-
jects will be funded and at which
levels.

At the end of last year, the Con-
gress and White House were en-
gaged in a contentious and petty
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Movie Reviews:

One of the habits
the wake of joining Netflix is the-
matic queuing A | & | | i ne
Coen Brotherso
Seven Samuraiwith its cowboy re-
make, T7he Magnificent Seven or
order highlights from the oeuvre of
Patrick Swayze. Although primarily
a strategy for stretching one movie
idea into three, so as to keep the
queue-monster fed, this habit inci-
dentally also gives you something of
a film education. In a recent experi-
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, Infernal Affairs

fragmvertaryp scripk i@hetrited gromi n
Infernal Affairs . 1t features an ex-
pepsiva dadtii Mattibamon and Marky
Mark fWaHhlberg (bathr Bogiom i na-
tives), Leonardo DiCaprio (in his
first great performance since
What s
tin Sheen, Alec Baldwin, and Jack
Nicholson (who earned praise for his
performance but could only be
called good in the role if you think
Boston-Irish mobsters walk and talk
exactly like Jack Nicholson). It also

, & Mean Streets

Cristie Ellis, English

The Departed is the same, it re-
makes some key scenes almost shot
for-shot, and, most noticeably, it
adopts the same pacing fi rapidly
moving through plot twists and clip-
ping scenes with staccato cuts

Eat i ng) Kar/ b across tiGe and espace. So if you

liked The Departed for its tense,
convoluted story, /nfernal Affairs is
for you. Of <cours
seen The Departed, there may not
be much left for you to like A al-
though there are some minor differ-

e

ences between the two films, 7he
Departed pretty much exhaustively
reproduges what /nfernal Affairs has

ment, | re -watched one of the best
movies of last year fi Martin Boston accents, with the exception
Scor s dgreelBparted i agai noff Al ec (Blad glevi acce
the backdrop of t woo stmhowines t 6r ovimy t o toSoffem: tahfase tightn dizzymghk e
which it got AiStus fFialpmiion DNe Kennedy oomopepstriptnd ci r ca

Ma k @9 0 @fernal Affairs (from 19%5 Jack Nicholson (who didnot

whose screenplay 7he Deparfedw a s even try), and Vera Farmiga (who However, /nfernal Affairs doesnodt
adap)taemdd ScolrS$ beakds shoul dndt have). exhaust 7he Departed i Scor ses e
through Mean Streets(also, like The is a richer film for two reasons.
Departed, about organized crime in First, The Departed stands out, for

a tightly -knit urban community of me, from /nfernal Affairs and the

white hyphenated Americans). rest of the action -suspense pack on

the strength of its action; its depic-

tion of violence is stylistically su-

perb. It can be hard to make vio-

lence register as violent f or t oday
benumbed audience and especially

hard to do this when the mode of

violence fi in The Departedd s c as e,
d£g8ly gunshots to the head fi ¢ a n & t

be drawn out. But | jumped at every

shot in this film, so that by the

credits my nerves were as jangled

as those of Di Capric
paranoid undercover agent. | sus-

pect we have veteran film editor

Thelma Schoonmaker to thank for

this effect. Starting with her work

on ScorRagngBus sheds d
veloped a technique of up -cutting
sound by which the sound of a shot
hits before the gun has actually
gone off in the image; conse-
quently, the explosion always sur-
prises us. In any case, for all the
acts of violence it depicts, the film
never | ets us get
stant and brutal.

features an unusually fine array of

The Departed (2 0 0 6
Director: Martin Scorsese
Cast: Leonardo DiCaprio; Jack Nicholson;
Matt Damon
MPAA Rating: R
Revi ewer ds

Rating:

(out of five Murphys Dropkicked)

Infernal Affairs (Wu
(2002
Director: Sui Fai Mak
Cast: Tony Leung; Andy Lau
MPAA Rating: R
Reviewer 0s

| f y ou h aviseneparted, e
you should. Granted, having grown
up in Boston, | can be biased when
it comes to Boston-based films.
(Chances are, if a film includes at
least three distinctly non -standard
ways to pronounce
this is a film | will love.) But in this
case, you donot
judgment: suffice it to say that 7he
Departed currently scores more
stars than Citizen Kane doesfi A F |
designated ObestA f
among Net f | i x4 .stusb
3. ®&ut 5)oThe film follows two
young men on opposite sides of the
law, who are secretly on opposite -
opposite sides of the law: that is,
one works in the State Police, but is
actually a rat for the local crime
boss heds suppose
the other works i
hit crew but is working undercover
for theBSt at aefieanfd
unabl e t ofi Soswtalhp e B
(6 Sout)hpireobud preser
t o n®B8-century Irish slums. The
plot is byzantine with tip -offs and
smoke-outs, expertly kept from un-
wieldiness by the incredibly brisk,

j i an

Rati ng:

(out of five techie Triads)

Mean Streets (1 9 7 3
Martin Scorsese
Amy Robinson;

Director:
Cast: Harvey Keitel;
Robert De Niro

MPAA Rating: R
Reviewer 0s

Rati ng:

us

(out of five future megastars in dated lapels)

Second, unlike /nfernal Affairs, The

Departed gives us psychological, not

just physical, drama. From what |
(Continued on pagg)

At first glance, The Departed is a
very faithful remake of /nfernal Af-
fairs. Except for transposing from
Hong Kong to Boston, the plot of
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