
 The Grad News  

The Newsletter of the Hopkins/Homewood Graduate Community  
October 2009 · Volume 29 · Issue 1 

 

Opinions expressed in the Grad News do not necessarily represent those of its staff, the GRO, or graduate students in general.  

  In This Issueé 

Crime 
Inauguration 
Restaurant Review 
Theater Review 

1 
2 
3 
4 

Books Review 
PhD Comics 
Ads 
Undergrads Sayé 

5 
6 
6 
7 

Letter to the Editor  
Event Reports 
History of the GRO 
Calendar 

7 
8 
11 
12 

Crime and the Graduate Community  

 
GRO Security Chair Adam Maskevich, Near Eastern Studies  

The recent killing of an intruder by 
an undergraduate armed with a 
samurai sword is both shocking and 
lurid, but not particularly surpris-
ing. As crime continues to be a 
problem in Charles Village, it 
seemed almost inevitable that some 
sort of confrontation would take 
place. In the weeks leading up to 
the attack there had been a spate 
of thefts in the neighborhood and 
reports indicate that the under-
graduate who wielded the sword 
had been robbed the previous night. 
The more break-ins there are, the 
greater the likelihood that at some 
point a thief and an occupant will 
find themselves face to face with 
results that can only range from bad 
to tragic.  
 
What remains to be seen is how the 
University responds to this incident. 
When Christopher Elser and Linda 
Trinh were murdered nine months 
apart, the Universityõs response 
was, among other things, to change 
the traffic pattern on Charles 
Street, buy Segways, put surveil-
lance cameras all over campus, and 
saturate Homewood and its immedi-
ate environs with hired security pa-
trols. While this may have helped 
assuage the fears of undergraduates 
and their parents, for whom Balti-
more is mostly the few blocks 
around campus, it does little for 
graduate students.  
 
The issue of safety within the larger 

community is a particularly impor-
tant one for graduate students. 
First, we donõt ñ and generally 
donõt want to ñ live in University 
housing with its attendant security. 
Second and more importantly, we 
are being forced to move farther 
and farther away from campus into 
neighborhoods where crime is more 
prevalent. The University had grand 
plans to redevelop Charles Village 
to give it a more òcollege townó 
atmosphere. This resulted in the 
loss of a significant amount of 
rental properties in the neighbor-

hood, much of which havenõt been 
replaced ñ an entire block along 
Saint Paul Street that once held row 
houses now lies vacant. While the 
construction of Charles Commons 
did a certain amount to remedy this 
situation for undergraduates, gradu-
ate students have been forced to 
look elsewhere.  
 
The loss of housing stock also led to 
higher rents in the neighborhood, 
another factor which has forced 
graduate students to find lodging 
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Installation of President Ronald J. Daniels  

 
GRO Chair Fabian Bauwens, Political Science   

As a courtesy to Johns Hopkins 
graduate students, I was invited to 
speak on behalf of the JHU graduate 
community at President Ronald J. 
Danielsõ installation ceremony as 
fourteenth JHU President. Although 
some of the sentiments I picked up 
among graduate students could be 
summarized as òjust another admin-
istrator,ó I think 
that there are very 
good reasons to be 
optimistic about 
President Daniels 
and the future of 
graduate studies at 
JHU. President 
Danielsõ previous 
record highlights 
the fact that he is 
indeed very com-
mitted to the aca-
demic success and 
well -being of gradu-
ate students. During 
his time as Provost 
at the University of 
Pennsylvania, for 

example, President Daniels signifi-
cantly increased financial aid for 
graduate students, established new 
family -friendly policies, and inno-
vated the ways in which graduate 
students advance toward their de-
grees. 
 
The installation ceremony on Sep-

tember 13 th, but 
also the inaugural 
dinner on the night 
before, proved to 
be excellent oppor-
tunities to repre-
sent the Johns Hop-
kins graduate com-
munity to the out-
side world. I had 
the opportunity to 
champion the JHU 
graduate studies 
mission and to make 
new contacts with 
Hopkins-affiliated 
organizations and 
people, who showed 
genuine interest in 

the JHU graduate community. One 
thing I learned, however, is that in 
order to be heard, we, the JHU 
graduate students, should try to be 
much more visible in the future.  
 
One of my goals during this aca-
demic year will be to put the GRO ñ 
and thus the JHU graduate student 
community ñ back on the map. The 
GRO counts on the support of the 
over 1600 Homewood graduate stu-
dents to make the graduate commu-
nity more visible within and without 
JHU. 
 
President Daniels afterward ensured 
me in a letter that Graduate educa-
tion at JHU ñ and the leading role 
JHU graduates play in the US ñ will 
indeed be one of his òhighest priori-
ties.ó 
 
On behalf of the GRO Executive 
Board, I would like to congratulate 
President Daniels on his new posi-
tion. President Daniels, we look for-

ward to working with you! § 

farther afield. University security 
only extends so far from campus, 
and graduate students are increas-
ingly being forced to move outside 
its reach.  
 
Issues of race, class, and urban pov-
erty all come to bear in discussions 
of the relationship between Johns 
Hopkins and the larger community, 
and there are no easy answers. 
Steps such as an increased police 
presence and more University secu-
rity patrols farther from campus are 
good immediate reactions to crime 
in Charles Village. However, these 
are only stopgap measures, and sim-
ple responses to complex problems, 
like crime in our neighborhoods, 
wonõt fix anything. In the long 
term, the University needs to re-
evaluate its relationship with the 
community. One way to do this is to 
tell incoming students, both under-
graduates and graduates, that while 

(Continued from page 1: Crime) Baltimore is a city with the same 
problems of any urban center, they 
need to be engaged with the com-
munity and not fearful of it. Gradu-
ate students have an especially im-
portant role to play in this process, 
since we usually live in Baltimore 
for longer periods of time and are 
part of the community outside of 
the University. Talking to your 
neighbors, working with local com-
munity organizations, and joining a 
neighborhood watch are all small 
things that we can do. While the 
University must do its part to keep 
graduate students safe ñ and at the 
moment theyõre not doing enough ñ 
we need to take an active role in 

our own security as well. § 


