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Academies, at the behest of the
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Mike Specian, Physics & Astronomy

rece n—t_budggttpyn‘peer%/for @ funding ceil-

ing and then meet in committees to
work out the differences. The funds
called for in America COMPETES
were authorizations.
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of Energy (DOE) or the National Sci-
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) y o tedul] easy. In Washington, funds are
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motivations to decide which pro-
jects will be funded and at which
levels.

At the end of last year, the Con-
gress and White House were en-
gaged in a contentious and petty

t hat ex $O8Bed | Tha
Congress had
was appr o2 Yargert and,y

as usual, they backed down to the
President&s
that had their funding levels
slashed, science research funding
was particularly hard hit.
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Movie Reviews:

One of the habits
the wake of joining Netflix is the-
matic queuing A | & | | i ne
Coen Brotherso
Seven Samuraiwith its cowboy re-
make, T7he Magnificent Seven or
order highlights from the oeuvre of
Patrick Swayze. Although primarily
a strategy for stretching one movie
idea into three, so as to keep the
queue-monster fed, this habit inci-
dentally also gives you something of
a film education. In a recent experi-
ment, | re -watched one of the best
movies of last year A Martin

Scor s deelmriedn agai noff

The Departed

no

, Infernal Affairs

fragmvertaryp scripk i@hetrited gromi n
Infernal Affairs . 1t features an ex-
pepsiva dadtii Mattibamon and Marky
Mark fWaHhlberg (bathr Bogiom i na-
tives), Leonardo DiCaprio (in his
first great performance since
What s
tin Sheen, Alec Baldwin, and Jack
Nicholson (who earned praise for his
performance but could only be
called good in the role if you think
Boston-Irish mobsters walk and talk
exactly like Jack Nicholson). It also
features an unusually fine array of
Boston accents, with the exception
Al ec

(Blad slevi acc e

, & Mean Streets

Cristie Ellis, English

The Departed is the same, it re-
makes some key scenes almost shot
for-shot, and, most noticeably, it
adopts the same pacing fi rapidly
moving through plot twists and clip-
ping scenes with staccato cuts

Eat i ng) Kar/ b across tiGe and espace. So if you

liked The Departed for its tense,

convoluted story, /nfernal Affairs is
for you. Of <cours
seen The Departed, there may not
be much left for you to like A al-
though there are some minor differ-

ences between the two films, 7he
Departed pretty much exhaustively
reproduges what /nfernal Affairs has

e

the backdrop of t woo stmhowines t 6r ovimy t o toSoffem: tahfase tightn dizzymghk e
which it got AiStus fFialpmiion DNe Kennedy oomopepstriptnd ci r ca

Ma k @9 0 @fernal Affairs (from 19%5 Jack Nicholson (who didnot

whose screenplay 7he Deparfedw a s even try), and Vera Farmiga (who However, /nfernal Affairs doesnodt
adap)taemdd ScolrS$ beakds shoul dndt have). exhaust 7he Departed i Scor ses e
through Mean Streets(also, like The is a richer film for two reasons.
Departed, about organized crime in First, The Departed stands out, for

a tightly -knit urban community of me, from /nfernal Affairs and the

white hyphenated Americans). rest of the action -suspense pack on

the strength of its action; its depic-

tion of violence is stylistically su-

perb. It can be hard to make vio-

lence register as violent f or t oday
benumbed audience and especially

hard to do this when the mode of

violence fi in The Departedd s c as e,
d£g8ly gunshots to the head fi ¢ a n & t

be drawn out. But | jumped at every

shot in this film, so that by the

credits my nerves were as jangled

as those of Di Capric
paranoid undercover agent. | sus-

pect we have veteran film editor

Thelma Schoonmaker to thank for

this effect. Starting with her work

on ScorRagngBus sheds d
veloped a technique of up -cutting
sound by which the sound of a shot
hits before the gun has actually
gone off in the image; conse-
quently, the explosion always sur-
prises us. In any case, for all the
acts of violence it depicts, the film
never | ets us get
stant and brutal.

The Departed (2 0 0 6
Director: Martin Scorsese
Cast: Leonardo DiCaprio; Jack Nicholson;
Matt Damon
MPAA Rating: R
Revi ewer ds

Rating:

Iw I%}
(out of five Murphys Dropkicked)

Infernal Affairs (Wu j i a)n
(2002
Director: Sui Fai Mak
Cast: Tony Leung; Andy Lau
MPAA Rating: R
Reviewer &8s
(out of five techie Triads)
Mean Streets (1 9 7 3

Martin Scorsese
Amy Robinson;

| f y ou h aviseneparted, e
you should. Granted, having grown
up in Boston, | can be biased when
it comes to Boston-based films.
(Chances are, if a film includes at
least three distinctly non -standard
ways to pronounce
this is a film | will love.) But in this
case, you donot
judgment: suffice it to say that 7he
Departed currently scores more
stars than Citizen Kane doesfi A F |
designated ObestA f
among Net f | i x4 .stusb
3. ®&ut 5)oThe film follows two
young men on opposite sides of the
law, who are secretly on opposite -
opposite sides of the law: that is,
one works in the State Police, but is
actually a rat for the local crime
boss heds suppose
the other works i
hit crew but is working undercover
for theBSt at aefieanfd
unabl e t ofi Soswtalhp e B
(6 Sout)hpireobud preser
t o n®B8-century Irish slums. The
plot is byzantine with tip -offs and
smoke-outs, expertly kept from un-
wieldiness by the incredibly brisk,

Rati ng:

Director:
Cast: Harvey Keitel;
Robert De Niro

MPAA Rating: R
Reviewer 0s

Rati ng:

(out of five future megastars in dated lapels)

us

Second, unlike /nfernal Affairs, The

Departed gives us psychological, not

just physical, drama. From what |
(Continued on pagg)

At first glance, The Departed is a
very faithful remake of /nfernal Af-
fairs. Except for transposing from
Hong Kong to Boston, the plot of

Page 2



Rest aur ant

Revi

e w:

Y

Janice Lin, Materials Science & Engineering

Brunch is an institution here on the
East Coast, and few places do it
better t han Mi s's
Shirleyds is a br
one of four restaurants bunched
together on Cold Spring Lane in Ro-
land Park, all run collectively by the
same owners. Located on Cold
Spring Lane between Charles and
Roland, the restaurant is a quick

u

assic brunch
seasonal

cl
sweet

f a raed overwhelnethisthungrynggaduate
v a r istadent. oThey canie whth enapbeh

tDhaisrt] ey ®d ., PBpraoccsesk e ssgrupgaad a sweet cream cheese

hcbihmetpek2Bbi stan

t hough because of
tigwyeu can get a
ar o upnldd

On this occasion, | ordered the
Maryland Omelet and my friend or-

| €& riopp® eeminiscent of carrot cake
tfroséng.g Eha ewmaffles sthempselves
h evare sweet raagh thét mo syrup

was really needed, but the sweet
and tangy cream cheese topping
complimented the waffles nicely.
For those with a serious sweet

drive or a fifteen -minute walk from dered the Cinnamon Danish Waffles toot h, Mi s s Shirl eyd
the north end of campus. An easy with a side of turkey sausage and their Coconut Cream and Pumpkin
way to get to Mi ss sclnbled bggsy Ors pravisus bcoa- g €heesecakeStuffed French Toasts.
west on University, right on Keswick sions, | have ordered the Bayou Bis-  All the side dishes (home fries, tur-
through a scenic residential area, cuits (turkey & Andouille sausage key sausage, and scrambled eggs)
and then | eft. on CaqlrdavSprwintgh whi t ¢ cwWer datyabasic and forgeitable. As
wh i ch i s hi fgrhbeweragese the fresh squeezed
The wait Mi s s Shir dT h e orange juice was sweet and pulpy,
nonexi sten 32 I a n d CQamck theentimosa was tasty, but not
day excenpt 518.Col d Spr I w oneatrlyh tasty erough to warrant it
but » @ Bmin- (4107 2-B815 $ 1 $Jr|ce tag as it  costing nine dollars.
ute wait last Sunday MoF T AMi3P M was stuffed full of
was made less pain- S as ur 320\:“3 s large  chunks of The restaurant is clean with a pol-
ful by the free cof- Re\i,W\i/Wém\l,isesr”gySS'COQat i crabmeat and ac- ished, modern décor and inviting
fee and comfy rat- ipanied by home with colorful walls decorated with
tan love seats in the fries and a biscuit. familiar images of Baltimore. How-
waiting area. But There was so much ever, it appears the owners have
beware, at the peak W (out of five mimosas) crabmeat it was tried to squeeze in a few too many
brunch  hour the almost too much, tables in the dining area, making it
waiting room can become extremely but if you want crab, then crab it feel a little cramped and sometimes
crowded with guests even spilling up with this crabby omelet. | per- difficult to have a private conversa-
out into the dining area, making it sonally feel that having a little less tion.
uncomfortable to stand and impossi- crab would have balanced out the
ble to sit down. Fortunately, they flavors and better complemented Overall, Miss Shirley ranks as one of
run a tight ship the tonMioes,s SwiSshdheesee gnd s the best restaurants in Baltimore in
with extremely fast and attentive eggs. The Cinnamon Danish Waffles terms of service, cleanliness, and
service, without making you feel were super soft but not too sweet. quality. You will leave stuffed but
rushed even when tTheg weee présented ds fouas minia- satisfied. You wonot
open seat in the house. The slightly ture waffles, a nice touch consider- venturing out beyond the few blocks
RS Ie TS TR SRS, o 009 951 Waflles dend o intimidate, |, o JSpTQupding Homewood campus § . o
(Continued from pag: Movie Review) The Departed is a deeply affection- alty and brotherhood fithat he sees
can tell, The Departed gets its plot ate, if not uncritical, attention to a operating at the heart of their
from Sui Fai Mak but its heart from neighborhood. In  both films, criminal organi zatio
Scorsesefi particularly the Scorsese Scorsese examines the connection tention to neighborhood culture
of Mean Streets Mean Streets i s his characters feel for these that gives The Departedd s t wo | e
somet hing of a | o meghborheotst elittle fltalyo rand emotional depth, and gives their
Sc or s els9eg Dittlo Italy, where Southie, portraying ties that bind decisions and the fil
the film is set. It follows the aimless his characters to home, even when certain tragic weight. If you liked
hours of Charlie (Harvey Keitel), they know that home is likely to The Departed for its scenes in
nephew to a godfather, as he tries destroy t hem. S ¢ o SostlEes er evehojusts fordits em-
to keep an eye out for his loose can- really romanticize the hard men and phatic use of a fant:

non of a friend, Johnny Boy (Robert
DeNiro). Mean Sireets has events
rather than a plot and far less dra-

matic momentum than The De-
parted. But what it does pass on to

violent crime these neighborhoods
produce, so much as he asks us to
admire the social network A the
nostalgia for a shared ethnic heri-
tage, the sense of family, the loy-

soundtrack, then Mean Streetsis for
you. 8
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The View from the Bottom

Brian Danielak, History of Science & Technology

First, some important preliminary Bibim-Bap You 6/ | wal k | Aso,elxjuse got a mgssage from
remar ks: | f I 6ve grnound's ehbeefrand walkaout eicth- someecards. com. It
right, this should mark the begin- ing but disappointed. greatest gift you can give someone
ning of Graduate Student Apprecia- else is to make them stop using the
tion week. Because this may be my last column Il nternet to express
for a bit, | want to take some time
As my token of appreciation, | dedi- to appreciate the ¢Hreacwbwast & os tTuud elnetys. | ©
cate this column to Graduate Stu- in my I|ife someone with such culinary prow-
dents everywhere, around the ess.
world. Hereds tlo dCihandt know t he
Uni ver siMayt Miswowi d s Omeenpulley made everyone at the
When the world said,3O0eé&aé&up, bat Ghrsbbought lunch table clap for Dad because it
we said, O0ONo, t han klem.dNine ofthem. All so he could was his first time cooking with fresh
mai | l etters to p efoepninee | he | doheosprnedts hedl
I f youdre a Grad Stewedlant , fi nd s ome- whenlfigure out what fresh fennel
one to hug you. This may require is.
leaving your place of research. Once | asked Chris if we needed to
oil the lab shredder before we fed it Note: | think 7 tds u
I f youdre not a Gr aodfidedttalu doeumeéntis. He paidt o /impart that Burger King Croissan-
find one and hug them. Most likely oHel |l no. That 6s mywich-dfavorstioregdla sajisage.. 6
places include the library, the lab,
and (for some strange reason) Ni- Herebds to Dad. D a d Tullgy, eeroember to he mice doethe
wana restaurant. partment with a paternal presence undergraduates. What they lack in
that warms us all. grammar, mechanics, and basic
Note to Non-Grad Students. You can writing skills they more than make
spot huggable Grad Students by Youdl | finish your upddrimn madicetorattachimgevalu® a d ;
their pasty complexion and general I promise. I n t hetioomeant i me, I 61 |
aversion to natural light. They may make you all the steak pizza you
look bitter when you hug them, but can handle. Hereds to Tom, the b
thatés actwually jJust a squinty ex- roommate aGrad Student could ask
pression because tWheydde tnotKaused anflo€Casdifdyi.t |wedroenndott f
to seeing the sun, other people, or know how they could have gotten would have seen important luminar-
having their work recognized by me to spend so much money at ies of our field get off -their-faces
anyone anywhere. Car mads when I d o k. e v en drink
coffee. I think itds because of |l ove.
Supplementary Note on Niwana Res-  Or peer pressure. Furthermore, someone had to step
taurant: Donét order t he Dol sot in and meet our departmental iron -

AIF'POF'I'SQCUHI'H fiMaster of Artsodo Written by Mike Specian. Physics &
[he @ | \ ¥ F W

SHINE

I underré}gd the knxfe anagun, " ) 4 DUTY- FR—‘—;——Sir, I'm gmng to have to Wi
but who's trging to bmugg]e big spherlcal > ask you to séep out of lxne. X
ox I)s on board? | : {

| :

////m .\

under stand he and , who6s trying to smuggle
o0Sir, I dm going t
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iPiled Higher & Deepero by Jorge Cham

pumping and hair-gelling quota. you likely forced upon me. and below-zero work ethic ensure
we never have to worry about what
Thanks, Tom. Now, a few all -purpose shout-outs you think.

that you can feel free to adapt and
Her eds to Andr ew ase gours€la Odusare ah least one Lastly, | want to thank Jason La-
Next to me and Cas ofi thegm, deschbes 8omeone tioa bonte, Grad News editor, and his

best parts of our cohort, and | love know: editorial assistant, Chad Spiegel.
them both dearly. Jason and Chad have done an amaz-
Herebds to you, U n g inggjdb &ringinlg gredl stadents inews, -
Her eds to Susan. @rg ef Ous Haud &Vork. ¥ our flippant reviews, and entertainment this
history of crazy people and relaxes e-mails and thankless attitude make year. They somehow manage to
by hip-checking women. me regret ever sweating the details hold together this precious publica-
on your paperwork. tion that unites us in our suffering
I guess | 611 never really wunder st an dandourjoy.
Canada. Herebds to you, Useless Leader of Our
Team. Somehow, your purely nomi- Thanks, Jason and Chad.
Herebds to Ami. | s nal tikld letst yaui patkn ab equallyb o n
tastes | ike shoe, mominaltarmoant deffotmy pr o b - Andthankyou, my readers.
l em, and I dm working on it.
Hereds to you, Namelbveysal G mmittee

To anyone | dve mis Member Who Nelea Sleowst UpeTo
peer-pressured alcohol consumption Meetings. Your unflinching absence

! Errata for March Issue | Do you want the GRO to
| In the Body Worlds review article, : _ buy you stuff?
oMillgramesques 5 pidsflielQdulhabe ntiged tRat Write a review article on
.one olo. | Baltimore now has bike paths. books, films, music, or
locales for The Grad News
Undel‘gl‘ads Theydve come about gdule detar 8R'Mbur s
Sald NOt a partnership of Baltimore City
i and the Bamg‘xgﬁ ollegetown Interested? Send an
Darn Thing! e-mail to
For more information, go to: <gradnews@jhu.edu>.
http://
warming, or just plain dumb un- i ssue aré8due Ar

dergraduate quotes to
<gradnews@jhu.edu>.
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