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that occurred almost 2000 years
prior to 79 A.D.—a tremendous
eruption, much larger than the
famous one that annihilated
Pompeii. While the occurrence
of this earlier eruption had been
known for some time, geolo-
gists did not realize its magni-
tude until now. The eruption is

cated off the coast of
southern Italy, about

” 9 kilometers away

from Mount Vesuvius

& (seen herein the
=% background). Photo
credit: Mimmo Jodice,
Corbis.
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