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Health Concerns Chair Report  

 
GRO Health Concerns Chair Tulley Long, History of Science & Technology   

Last week, while chatting with a 
scholar who earned his Ph.D. from 
my department in the 1990s, I hap-
pened to mention my position as 
the GROõs Health Concerns Chair. 
He immediately began regaling me 
with stories from the bad old days 
before graduate students at Hopkins 
had health insurance through the 
University. Indeed, we have come a 
long way in the last ten years, gain-
ing health insurance benefits and 
getting the premium costs of the 
insurance plan subsidized for full-
time students in the Krieger School 
of Arts and Sciences and the Whiting 
School of Engineering. Of course, 
there are also plenty of times when 
it doesnõt feel like such great pro-
gress has been madeé when youõre 
trying to puzzle through how to get 
a specialist referral or when youõre 
at the end of a very long list of snif-
fling undergrads waiting to be seen 
at the Health and Wellness Center, 
or, in the most frustrating situa-
tions, when youõre trying to find the 
extra cash in your tight graduate -
student budget to pay those copays 
or the premiums for your kids.  
 
As the GROõs Health Concerns Chair, 
my job is to help graduate students 
navigate the student health care 
system here at Homewood. The 
problems that students seem to en-
counter with their health care and 
health insurance at Hopkins often 
stem from a lack of information and 
instruction as to the services avail-

able to them and how to best utilize 
them. While I am certainly available 
to field any questions you might 
have as they come up, I am also 
working with the Student Health 
and Wellness Center to develop a 
clear, informative guide to health 
care at Homewood that will answer 
the most frequently -asked ques-
tions, explain how to use the ser-
vices of the Health Center, and, we 
hope, staunch many frustrations 

before they arise. When complete, 
the GRO will have this information 
readily accessible through its web-
site, as well as spelled out in the 
GRO Guide to Living in Baltimore. 
 
In addition to clarifying how to use 
the health care and health insur-
ance we already have, I am also 
advocating for continued improve-
ments to our health insurance cov-

(Continued on page 5) 

The Hunt for the Missing Issues. Vendors at the tenth annual Baltimore Comic-Con 
offered countless old comic book issues for only a few dollars a piece in box after box, 
through which determined collectors spent hours searching. Story on page 3. (Photo by 
Andrew Rittenbach.) 


