Judges 10:6 - 11:28

Jephthah:
The Eighth Judge:

Part I: The Setup

l. Review
A. Prologues
1. Background (1:1 - 2:5)
2. Overview (2:6 - 3:11)
B. The Major Judges

1. Ehud Ben-Gera, the Left-Handed Benjamite, assassinated Eglon, King of
Moab and captured the Fords of Jordan. (3:12-31)

2. Deborah and Barak Ben-Abinoam defeated Jabin, King of Canaan’s army,
and Sisera, the commander, was killed by Jael. (4 - 5)

3. Gideon Ben-Joash (a.k.a. Jerub-Baal) the Abiezrite defeated the Midianites,
Amalekites, and other eastern tribes. (6 - 8:32)

C. The Anti-Judge: Abimelech Ben-Jerub-Baal was made king and then fought
against Shechem and against Thebez, where he was killed by a woman
dropping a millstone on his head from a tower.

Il. Details
A. The Sin (10:6)
B. The Enemies (10:7)
1. Philistines’
2. Ammonites?
The Oppression (10:8-9)
The Cry (10:10-15)
Reform (10:15-16)
The Deliverer: Jephthah Ben-Gilead (11:1-3)

mmoo

' Philistines: Indo-European mariners descended from Ham who colonized the southwestern coastline of Israel
2 Ammonites: descendants of Lot; allowed by God to possess land formerly occupied by the Rephaim, lived east of the Jordan and
north of Moab



—

. From the Tribe of Manasseh
From Gilead, the Eastern Territory of Manasseh Across the Jordan

Bastard Son

N

Lived in Tob, near Ammon

5. One of the “Heroes of Faith” (See Heb 11:32.)
G. The Deliverance

1. The Gathering of Troops (10:17)

i. Gileadites: Mizpah, perhaps ~30 mi east of the Jordan
i. Ammonites: somewhere in Gilead
2. The Summoning of Jephthah (10:18; 11:4-11)

3. Correspondence with the Enemy (11:12-28)

i. The Question: Why are you attacking us? (v. 12)
ii. The Answer: Israel took our rightful land. (v. 13)
ii. The Reply (vv. 14-27)

a. No, Israel took the land from King Sihon of the Amorites®, not Ammon.
(See Num 21:21-31.)

b. The land was granted by a god (the God) and therefore justified.
c. lIsrael had been there about 300 years.
lll. Application and Discussion
A. Do you think the Gileadites were truly repentant?
B. Were the Gileadites right or wrong to gather troops before having a leader?
C. Who were the men that gathered themselves to Jephthah? (v. 3)
D

. What can we learn from the examples Jephthah gives in dealing with
people?

8 Amorites: “Westerners” (relative to the Babylonians); descendants of Canaan; primarily hill-country-dwellers
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