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HAGGADAH    FOR GCF 

REQUIREMENTS TO EAT THE SEDER  

Before we begin this Passover seder   , please consider the words of God and of Paul the Apostle 

concerning who may partake in it and ready your hearts. 

The LORD said to Moses and Aaron, “This is the ordinance of the Pesah   : no son of a 

stranger is to eat of it; but every man’s slave purchased with money, after you have 

circumcised him, then he may eat of it.... But if a sojourner sojourns with you and 

does the Pesah to the LORD, let all his males be circumcised, and then let him come 

near to do it; and he shall be like a native of the land. But no uncircumcised person 

may eat of it.” [Ex 12:43-44, 48] 

 

For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision what is outward in the 

flesh. But he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is what is of the heart, by 

the Spirit, not by the letter; and his praise is not from men, but from God. [Ro 2:28-

29] 

 

Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy 

manner, shall be guilty of the body and the blood of the Lord. But a man must 

examine himself, and in so doing he is to eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For he 

who eats and drinks, eats and drinks judgment to himself if he does not judge the 

body rightly. For this reason many among you are weak and sick and a number sleep. 

[1 Co 11:27-30] 

  

                                                             
   

 άǘŜƭƭƛƴƎέ ,ה דה 
 Σ άƻǊŘŜǊκŀǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘέסדר    
 Σ άtŀǎǎƻǾŜǊέפסח    
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REMOVAL OF HAMETS  AND LIGHTING OF A CANDLE 

Before the seder begins, let us ensure that we have removed all hamets    from our meeting 

room. 

“‘Now this day will be a memorial to you, and you shall celebrate it — a feast to the 

LORD; throughout your generations you are to celebrate it — an eternal ordinance. 

Seven days you shall eat matsoth  ה, but on the first day you shall cause to cease 

hamets from your houses; for whoever eats it from the first day until the seventh 

day, that soul shall be cut off from Israel.... You shall also observe the Matsoth, for on 

this very day I brought your hosts out of the land of Egypt; therefore you shall 

observe this day throughout your generations as an eternal ordinance.’” [Ex 12:14-

15, 17] 

 

Clean out the old leaven so that you may be a new lump, just as you are unleavened. 

For Christ our Paskha  ו also has been sacrificed. Therefore, let us celebrate the feast, 

not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the 

unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. [1 Co 5:7-8] 

 

This is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is Light, 

and in Him there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with Him and 

yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth; but if we walk in the 

Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship with one another, and the 

blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. [1 Jn 1:5-7] 

Now, we light a candle and recite the following blessing: 

ALL: Baruk atta Adhonai Eloheinu, Melek ha-olam    , Who made us holy with His 

commandments and commanded us to remove the hamets. 

Search the meeting room for hamets. 

  

                                                             
ד  

 Σ άƭŜŀǾŜƴέחמץ 
ה  

 plural of matsah 
 Greek transliteration of Pesah ו  
 Σ ά.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǊŜ ¸ƻǳΣ h LORD DƻŘΣ YƛƴƎ ƻŦ 9ǘŜǊƴƛǘȅέ רוך  תה יי  להנו מלך העולם ז  
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THE SEDER BEGINS 

Everyone reclines at his or her place. 

When the hour had come, He reclined, and the apostles with Him. And He said to 

them, “I have earnestly desired to eat this Paskha with you before I suffer; for I say to 

you, I shall never again eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” [Lk 22:14-16] 

EXPLANATION OF THE FOUR CUPS 

It is not clear from history exactly when the Four Cups were added to the ceremony of the 

Passover meal, yet the Gospel of Luke does seem to indicate at least two different cups of wine 

at the Last Supper, and history confirms that there was at least one special blessing (Kiddush   ) 

given at the taking of the wine and at least a second cup in the seder before AD 70. 

On the eves of the Pesahim  ט near to the time of evening prayer, a man must not eat 

till it be dark. And even the poorest in Israel must not eat till he can recline at ease, 

and they must not withhold from him the four cups of wine, even though he receives 

the weekly alms. [Pesahim 10:1   ] 

The Four Cups are said to be based on the four ways in which God delivered the Israelites from 

Bondage: 

“Say, therefore, to the sons of Israel, ‘I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from 

under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will deliver you from their bondage I will 

also redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great judgments. Then I will take 

you to Myself for a people, and I will be to you for a God; and you shall know that I 

am the LORD your God, who brought you out from under the burdens of the 

Egyptians. I will bring you to the land that I lifted up My hand to give to Abraham, 

Isaac, and Jacob, and I will give it to you, a possession; I am the LORD.’” [Ex 6:6-8] 

 

“‘Now then, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall 

be My own possession among all the peoples, for all the earth is Mine; and you shall 

be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words that you shall 

speak to the sons of Israel.” [Ex 19:5-6] 

                                                             
ח  

 Σ άŀ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ Ƙƻƭȅέקידוש 
 plural of pesah ט  
 a reference from the Talmud י  
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But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR God's OWN 

POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out 

of darkness into His marvelous light; for you once were NOT A PEOPLE, but now you are 

THE PEOPLE OF GOD; you had NOT RECEIVED MERCY, but now you have RECEIVED MERCY. [1 Pe 

2:9-10] 

RECITING OF THE KIDDUSH 

 י  KADDAISH ,קידש 

ALL: Baruk atta Adhonai Eloheinu, Melek ha-olam, Creator of the fruit of the vine. 

ALL: Baruk atta Adhonai Eloheinu, Melek ha-olam, Who chose us from all peoples and 

exalted us among all peoples to make us a kingdom of priests before You. With love You 

have given us festivals and seasons for rejoicing. We thank You for this Feast of Matsoth in 

remembrance of Your gift of freedom and deliverance from Egypt. 

ALL: Baruk atta Adhonai Eloheinu, Melek ha-olam, Who have given us life and sustenance 

and brought us to this happy season. 

Everyone drinks the first glass of wine τ the Cup of Freedom. 

And when He had taken a cup, given thanks, He said, “Take this and share it among 

yourselves; for I say to you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine from now on until 

the kingdom of God comes.” [Lk 22:17-18] 

 

It was for freedom that the Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do 

not be subject again to a yoke of slavery. [Gal 5:1] 

WASHING OF THE HANDS 

 URHATS ,ורחץ

Everyone should now symbolically wash his or her hands in the bowl of water before them. 

  

                                                             
 imperative of kiddush י  
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THE KARPAS˟˽˧ (APPETIZER) 

The dipping of a green vegetable was an early seder ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǊŜƳƛƴŘ ǳǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ 

provision in spring. It is dipped in salt water or vinegar and eaten. This dipping may symbolize 

the tears of the Israelites, the dipping of hyssop into the lamōΩǎ ōƭƻƻŘΣ ƻǊ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǇǇƛƴƎ 

ƻŦ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ ǘǳƴƛŎ ƛƴ ōƭƻƻŘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƘŜ LǎǊŀŜƭƛǘŜΩǎ ŘŜǎŎŜƴǘ ƛƴǘƻ 9ƎȅǇǘΦ 

ALL: Baruk atta Adhonai Eloheinu, Melek ha-olam, Creator of the fruit of the earth. 

Everyone dips some parsley in wine vinegar and eats it. 

“You shall take a bunch of hyssop and dip it in the blood which is in the basin, and 

apply some of the blood that is in the basin to the lintel and the two doorposts; and 

none of you shall go outside the door of his house until morning.” [Ex 12:22] 

 

After this, Jesus, knowing that all things had already been accomplished, to fulfill the 

Scripture, says, “I am thirsty.” A jar full of sour wine was standing there; so they put a 

sponge full of the sour wine upon hyssop and brought it up to His mouth. [Jn 19:28-

29] 

RECOUNTING OF THE PASSOVER STORY 

 י  MAGGIDH ,מ יד

INVITATION TO THE FEAST 

The matsoth are lifted. 

LEADER: This is the bread of affliction that our forefathers ate in Egypt. All who are hungry τ 

let them come and eat. All who are needy τ let them come and celebrate the Passover with 

us. 

Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me will not hunger, and 

he who believes in Me will never thirst.” [Jn 6:35] 

 

                                                             
 unknown meaning ,כרפס י  
 άthe preachingέ י  
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The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.” And let 

the one who is thirsty come; let the one who wishes take the water of life without 

cost. [Rev 22:17] 

Refill the cups with wine, but do not drink. 

QUESTIONS FROM THE CHILDREN 

“When you enter the land which the LORD will give you, as He has spoken, you shall 

observe this service. And when your children say to you, ‘What is this service to you?’ 

you shall say, ‘It is a Passover sacrifice to the LORD because He passed over the 

houses of the sons of Israel in Egypt when He smote the Egyptians, but delivered our 

homes.’” [Ex 12:25-27] 

 

“You shall tell your son on that day, saying, ‘It is because of what the LORD did for me 

when I came out of Egypt.’… And it shall be when your son asks you in time to come, 

saying, ‘What is this?’ then you shall say to him, ‘With strength of hand the LORD 

brought us out of Egypt, from the house of slaves. [Ex 13:8, 14] 

THE WHOLE STORY 

Rabban Gamaliel [II, grandson of the Gamaliel who taught the Apostle Paul,] used to 

say, “Everyone who did not speak of these three things in the Pesah did not discharge 

his duty, and these are they:—the Pesah, the matsah, and bitter herbs (moror). 

Pesah, because God passed over the houses of our fathers in Egypt. Matsah, because 

our fathers were redeemed from Egypt. Moror, because the Egyptians made the lives 

of our fathers bitter in Egypt.” In every generation, man is bound to look to himself as 

though he in person went out from Egypt, as is said, “AND THOU SHALT SHOW THY SON IN 

THAT DAY, SAYING, ‘THIS IS DONE BECAUSE OF THAT WHICH THE LORD DID UNTO ME WHEN I CAME 

FORTH OUT OF EGYPT.’” For this reason, we are bound to acknowledge, to thank, to 

praise, to glorify, to exalt, to magnify, to bless, to elevate, without limit, Him who has 

done for our fathers and us all these miracles. He brought us from slavery to 

freedom, from sorrow to joy, and from mourning to festivity, and from thick darkness 

to great light, and from servitude to redemption, and let us say before Him 

Hallelujah. [Pesahim 10:5] 
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Now the LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying, “This month shall 

be the beginning of months for you; it is to be the first month of the year to you. 

Speak to all the congregation of Israel, saying, ‘On the tenth of this month they are 

each one to take a lamb for themselves, according to their fathers' households, a 

lamb for the household…. Your lamb shall be an unblemished male a year old; you 

may take it from the sheep or from the goats. It shall be to you for a guarding until 

the fourteenth day of the same month, then the whole assembly of the congregation 

of Israel is to kill it between the two evenings. Moreover, they shall take some of the 

blood and put it on the two doorposts and on the lintel upon the houses in which they 

eat it. They shall eat the flesh that night, roasted with fire, and they shall eat it with 

matsoth and bitter herbs…. 

“‘And you shall not leave any of it over until morning, but whatever is left of it until 

morning, you shall burn with fire…. It is to be eaten in a single house; you are not to 

bring forth any of the flesh outside of the house, nor are you to break any bone of 

it…. For I will go through the land of Egypt on that night, and will strike down all the 

firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I 

will execute judgments — I am the LORD. The blood shall be a sign for you on the 

houses where you are; and when I see the blood I will pass over you, and no plague 

will befall you for destruction when I strike the land of Egypt.’” [Ex 12:1-3, 5-8, 10, 46, 

12-13] 

 

The next day he sees Jesus coming to him and says, “Behold, the Lamb of God Who 

takes away the sin of the world!” [Jn 1:29] 

 

So the soldiers came, and broke the legs of the first man and of the other who was 

crucified with Him; but coming to Jesus, when they saw that He was already dead, 

they did not break His legs…. For these things came to pass to fulfill the Scripture, 

“NOT A BONE OF HIM SHALL BE BROKEN.” [Jn 19:32-33, 36] 
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Then the sons of Israel went and did so; just as the LORD had commanded Moses and 

Aaron, so they did. Now it came about at midnight that the LORD struck all the 

firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sat on his throne to 

the firstborn of the captive who was in the dungeon, and all the firstborn of cattle. 

Pharaoh arose in the night, he and all his servants and all the Egyptians, and there 

was a great cry in Egypt, for there was no home where there was not someone dead. 

Then he called for Moses and Aaron at night and said, “Rise up, get out from among 

my people, both you and the sons of Israel; and go, worship the LORD, as you have 

said. Now the time that the sons of Israel lived in Egypt was four hundred and thirty 

years. And at the end of four hundred and thirty years, that it happened on this very 

day, all the hosts of the LORD went out from the land of Egypt. [EX 12:28-31, 40-41] 

ALL: Baruk atta Adhonai Eloheinu, Melek ha-olam, Creator of the fruit of the vine. 

Everyone drinks the second glass of wine τ the Cup of Deliverance. 

BITTER HERBS 

 MOROR ,מרור

The Egyptians compelled the sons of Israel to labor rigorously, and they made their 

lives bitter with hard labor in mortar and bricks and at all labor in the field, all their 

labors that they rigorously worked through them. [Ex 1:13-14] 

The bitter herbs, representing the bitter labor of the Israelites, is eaten mixed with haroseth, 

which represents the mortar. The sweet flavor of the haroseth reminds us that our grief will be 

ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƧƻȅΦ IƛƭƭŜƭΣ ŀ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ Ǌŀōōƛ ŦǊƻƳ ōŜŦƻǊŜ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ǎŀƴŘǿƛŎƘ ƻŦ 

matsah, bitter herbs, and haroseth. (Perhaps Jesus was dipping some matsah in the bowl of 

haroseth ƻǊ ōƛǘǘŜǊ ƘŜǊōǎ ǿƘŜƴ IŜ ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘŜŘ WǳŘŀǎΩ ōŜǘǊŀȅŀƭΦύ 

ALL: Baruk atta Adhonai Eloheinu, Melek ha-olam, Who made us holy with His 

commandments and commanded us to eat bitter herbs. 

Everyone eats bitter herbs in whichever way they desire. 

BREAKING OF BREAD 

 MOTSI MATSAH ,מוצי  מצה

Another piece of matsah is passed and everyone breaks off a piece. 
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And when He had taken bread, given thanks, He broke it and gave it to them, saying, 

“This is My body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” [Lk 22:19] 

ALL: Baruk atta Adhonai Eloheinu, Melek ha-olam, Who brings forth bread from the earth. 

ALL: Baruk atta Adhonai Eloheinu, Melek ha-olam, Who made us holy with His 

commandments and commanded us to eat the matsah. 

Everyone eats the piece of matsah. 

DINNER IS SERVED 

 SHULHON OREK ,שלחן עורך

(If there is to be a foot washing, it should be performed in the middle of the supper and Jn 13:2-

5, 12-17 should be read.) 

When the table is cleared of food, refill the cups with wine. 

In the same way [He took] the cup also after supper, saying, “This cup is the new 

covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you drink, in remembrance of Me.” [1 Co 

11:25] 

ALL: Baruk atta Adhonai Eloheinu, Melek ha-olam, Creator of the fruit of the vine. 

Everyone drinks the third glass of wine τ the Cup of Redemption. 
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For if that first [covenant] had been faultless, there would have been no occasion 

sought for a second. For finding fault with them, He says, 

Behold, days are coming, says the LORD, 
And I will effect a new covenant 
With the house of Israel and with the house of Judah; 
Not like the covenant that I made with their fathers 
On the day when I took them by the hand 
To lead them out of the land of Egypt; 
For they did not continue in my covenant, 
And I did not care for them, says the LORD.  
For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel 
After those days, says the LORD: 
Putting my laws into their minds, 
And I will write them on their hearts. 
And I will be their God, 
And they shall be My people. 
And they shall not teach everyone his fellow citizen, 
And everyone his brother, saying, “Know the LORD,” 
For all will know Me, 
From small to great of them. 
For I will be merciful to their iniquities, 
And I will remember their sins no more. 

When He said, “a new,” He has made the first obsolete. But whatever is becoming obsolete and 
growing old is ready to disappear. [Heb 8, quoting Jer 31:31-34] 

 

But when Christ appeared a high priest of the good things to come, through the 

greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this 

creation, and not through the blood of goats and calves, but through His own blood, 

He entered the holy place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption…. For this 

reason He is the mediator of a new covenant, so that, since a death has taken place 

for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first covenant, those 

who have been called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance. For where 

a covenant is, there must of necessity be brought the death of the one who made it. 

For a covenant is valid when over the dead, for it is never in force while the one who 

made it lives. Therefore even the first covenant was not inaugurated without blood. 

For when every commandment had been spoken by Moses to all the people 

according to the Law, he took the blood of the calves and the goats, with water and 

scarlet wool and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book itself and all the people, saying, 

“THIS IS THE BLOOD OF THE COVENANT THAT GOD COMMANDED YOU.” And in the same way he 

sprinkled both the tabernacle and all the vessels of the ministry with the blood. And 

according to the Law, almost all things are cleansed with blood, and without 

shedding of blood there is no forgiveness. [Heb 9:11-12, 15-22] 
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THE HALLELˡ˽˧ 

Refill the cups with wine, but do not drink. 

Read Psalms 115-118 

ALL: Baruk atta Adhonai Eloheinu, Melek ha-olam, Creator of the fruit of the vine. 

Everyone drinks the forth glass of wine τ the Cup of Release. 

After singing a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. [Mk 14:26] 

CLOSING PRAYER 

 NIRTSAH ,נירצה

                                                             
 Σ άǇǊŀƛǎŜέהלל י ד


